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Questions
1. Inthis story, many things are being critiqued: capitalism, consumer culture, corporations,
chemistry. Choose one of these and discuss what the story is saying about it.

2. Inaninterview, when asked to talk about what this story is about, Lindsley says,

Well, in the past I’'ve only gone so far as to say it’s about desire and how easy that is
to manipulate. But I'll go a bit further and say | was also thinking about the ongoing
conflict between doing the right thing and doing the comfortable, pleasurable thing.
It’s about having a compelling excuse to take the easier, ethically questionable path.
To just do it and blame somebody else’s chemical. To think of yourself as the good
guy while enjoying champagne with the bad guy.

Choose one of these ideas and discuss how it's shown in the story and how it shows itself

in our world today.
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