
Media Analysis

Outlining:

Calming the Chaos



Does 
your 
head 

hurt yet?

Feel like it’s in a 
vice?

A jumble of thoughts and ideas?
Ready to chuck it all 

and run away?



You’re doing it right!

Now, it’s time to. . . 



STOPand take a deep breath.  ***
*



This type of writing will often seem 

confusing during the process, and very 

likely afterwards as well.  Like any good 

workout, it doesn’t start out easy, and as 

your brain flexes its analytical muscles, 

the exercises will continue to get 

tougher.

However, like exercise, your analytical 

muscles will develop a strength and 

flexibility.  Working through the 

confusion and disorientation makes you 

mentally stronger and more able to 

untangle the critical issues you’ll face in 

your professional life.



To do that, we need to go back to the basic structure 

for the argument essay.

At this point you’ve done a lot of reading and 

have looked at your ad over and over.

Now it’s time to slow 

down and put it all 

together.



I. Introduction

A. Set the context: discuss the topic or situation

B. Name the ad and the product/company

C. Provide your thesis: explain what this ad reveals about 

contemporary culture: values, goals, acceptable roles in society, 

etc. 



II. Body

A. Describe the ad so that your readers can see it.

B. *Analyze (Do this with each element or point about the ad you 

bring up):

i. Reason:  What’s one main reason you have for believing 

your thesis?  Or, what’s one aspect of the ad that supports 

your thesis? Express that in a clear topic sentence.

ii. Evidence:  Give a specific example from the ad that supports 

your thesis

iii. Analyze it based on the instructions provided in the readings 

we’ve done

iv. Interpret that using not only your ideas, but also bringing in 

either quotes from the readings we’ve done in class, or from 

other articles noted on the Essay 3 webpage.

*Repeat the steps in B until you’re finished discussing the points you’re making.



III.Conclusion

A. Bring it all together:

After looking at the various parts of the ad, 

what does it all add up to? What does this ad 

reveal about contemporary culture: values, 

goals, acceptable roles in society, etc. 

Most importantly, how does it affect the way 

we see ourselves, each other, the world 

around us, etc.?



IV. References page

A. Make sure to cite:

i. The ad or you use

ii. Two other sources marked on the Essay 3 webpage.

B. Format correctly

1. Read and follow the instructions in your handbook for 

how to cite

2. Alphabetize according to the first word in the citation

3. Make sure yours looks like the sample in the book 

(that includes spacing, hanging indent, font size, etc.)

4. Make sure it’s part of your paper—once you finish 

writing your essay, press Ctrl+Enter to get a hard page 

that will still have your running header on it



Outline Form
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• If you know what evidence
you want to use, start by filling 
in those spots.

• If you know what your main 
points are, get those topic 
sentences done first.

• If you have an idea for the 
conclusion, start there!

Start with the 

places you have 

ideas.



Breathe


