
 

English 1301: Composition I 

Section 3K; CRN 12772, Online 

Fall 2020, Mini-Mester I 
 

Instructor: Kelli Wood                                                                                                         

Voice Message: 831-5065  

Virtual Office Hours:  (*No office hours on holidays) 

 M/W: 10 am – 12 pm 

 T/Th: 3:30 – 5:30 pm 

 Fri: 3-5 pm 

Text/Direct Message: via GroupMe 

Email: kwood@epcc.edu            

Web: www.kelli.ninja 

 

“You don’t have to be great to get started, but you do have to get started to be great.” 

--Les Brown 

 

Instructor’s Course Requirements 
I. Online Components 

This is an online course and as such, making sure you have the necessary tools and access to our 

media outlets is key. 

 

A. What’s going on Videos 

On Mondays, (usually) I post "What's Going On" videos that orient you to key things 

going on during the week.  These are important.  I will post links to them as an 

Announcement.  Additionally, the link to the class playlist is posted on our 

Blackboard classroom menu. You can also visit my YouTube channel, or just search 

YouTube for kelli.ninja 

 

B. Online Access & Tools 

You will need consistent internet access.  While online courses have been successfully 

completed just using a smartphones, I do not suggest you follow that route and have 

at least a tablet if not a laptop or computer.  

 

C. Computer Labs 

The college computer labs not only house computers, but also are staffed by people 

who are knowledgeable and there to help you. Please don’t hesitate to give them a 

call when you need support with college related computing issues.  If they can’t help 

you, they can help find someone who can. The labs also have a limited number of 

laptops and internet hotspots you can check out. EPCC computer lab locations and 

hours.  

 

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3a93bb6795b88e4ba4a497f6140e9457df%40thread.tacv2/1601308533880?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f4dfdb05-0910-4e8f-98f6-76418913883e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2287e5c85b-1f28-47e3-8be6-ff7982255261%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3a93bb6795b88e4ba4a497f6140e9457df%40thread.tacv2/1601314369698?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f4dfdb05-0910-4e8f-98f6-76418913883e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2287e5c85b-1f28-47e3-8be6-ff7982255261%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3a93bb6795b88e4ba4a497f6140e9457df%40thread.tacv2/1601314435129?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f4dfdb05-0910-4e8f-98f6-76418913883e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2287e5c85b-1f28-47e3-8be6-ff7982255261%22%7d
http://kelli.ninja/schedules/GroupMe.pdf
mailto:kwood@epcc.edu
https://www.kelli.ninja/
https://www.youtube.com/user/grammarthis1
https://www.epcc.edu/services/acs
https://www.epcc.edu/services/acs


 

D. Blackboard 

We will use Blackboard as a place to do the quizzes and exams and to turn in work.  I 

will provide responses to most of your work there.  We will not use it as a daily 

communication device.  See the discussion of contacting me later in these policies.  

Access Blackboard at https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream  

1. Blackboard Ally:  You can now download your course files in different formats 

that fit your device, need, and learning preference. Click the “A download” 

icon next to your course files to view “Alternative Formats” of your course 

files. The file may take a few minutes to download, so continue with your 

work while you wait. The quality of the alternative formats can vary based on 

the original file, so if something looks out of place, consult the original file. 

Depending on the type of file, you will see the following options: 

a. An OCRed PDF improves the quality of scanned PDFs  

b. A Tagged PDF for Word and PowerPoint documents or for improved 

vigation with screen readers   

c. An HTML version that will be a simple and responsive to mobile 

devices with zoom-in capabilities  

d. An ePub version for use with ePub readers that allows for font 

customization, contrast adjustment, and annotation/highlighting  

e. An Electronic Braille version for your Refreshable Braille Display  

f. An Audio MP3 for listening to your content on the go  

2.  Contact the EPCC Blackboard Help Desk at 1-888-296-0863 if you need 

assistance with alternative formats. 

 

II. Texts and Materials 

A. Text Book  

1. A Writer’s Reference with Writing about Literature, 9th edition. Diana Hacker, 

ISBN: 978-1319133054 

a. We use this as intended—as a reference book, so you’re expected to 

refer to it throughout the semester and I will direct you to specific 

parts of it as needed.  

 

B.  Supplements 

2. My website: www.kelli.ninja  

3. Writing down the Basics: Available on my website as a pdf, MS Word, or 

Kindle format download. (The Kindle format is new, and I’m just learning to format 

it, so you may need to refer to one of the others for some parts especially any 

images.) 

4. Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL): Site Map (table of contents)  

 

C.  Materials 

5. Access to a good Word processor like Word, Google Docs, or Apple Pages 

https://online.epcc.edu/?new_loc=%2Fultra%2Fstream
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
tel://1-888-296-0863/
https://www.kelli.ninja/
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.docx
http://kelli.ninja/Writing%20down%20the%20Basics_%20An%20Eve%20-%20Kelli%20L.%20Wood.azw3
https://owl.purdue.edu/site_map.html


 

a. Access to Microsoft Word: If you need a copy of Microsoft Office, you 

can get Microsoft 365 free by signing up with your EPCC email 

address. 

b. If you use Apple Pages or Word for Apple, make sure to save your 

documents in Word format: doc or docx.  See this link for help with 

that.  

 

III. Attendance 

(5% of total grade) Attendance is expected and essential in any classroom environment.  

Attendance is especially important in the online environment.   

 

A. Drops for Non-Attendance 

1. If you have not logged in within the first two weeks of the course, I will drop 

you. 

2. If you do not participate in class for two consecutive weeks without notifying 

me and discussing your situation, I may drop you.  

B. If you anticipate being without computer access for a week or more (military, work, 

or out-of-town commitment), you must contact me at least a week beforehand so 

that we can work out a schedule, otherwise I may drop you.   

C. I will only work out an alternate schedule for you if you are in good standing (getting 

your work done and participating in the course).   

D. We follow the college schedule.  Look ahead to make plans as needed.  I'm more 

than willing to work with you to get things done early to work around life events 

when possible, but need you to give me notice.   

E. It is your responsibility to let me know if your name ever disappears from Blackboard 

or Banner. Your name not being there indicates a registration problem you need to 

deal with quickly. I can help direct you to staff who can assist you with those issues. 

F. Ultimately, it is your responsibility to drop the course if you are not going to be able 

to complete it.   

G. If I do not drop you and you miss more than one-fourth of the class, your final grade 

will be dropped by one letter grade. 

 

IV. Participation 

(5% of total grade) Part of your grade is based on participation in your active learning, class 

discussions, reading, asking questions about feedback from me, and participating in any 

collaborative/group work we do. If you expect to accomplish passing level writing by the end of 

the semester, it is important for you to actively participate in class by doing/keeping in mind the 

following: 

 

A. Be prepared for class.   

B. Read all assignments and submit your assignments on time.   

C. Ask questions about assignments and work in a timely manner—not leaving things 

until the last minute.  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/office?ms.officeurl=getoffice365?ms.officeurl=getoffice365
http://osxdaily.com/2014/08/06/save-pages-file-as-word-format/
http://osxdaily.com/2014/08/06/save-pages-file-as-word-format/


 

D. Participate in discussions at a professional, engaged level.  

1. When communicating online, remember that you convey tone with word 

choice and the use of emoticons, bold, all caps, etc. Be polite, proofread your 

writing, and do not write in all caps. 

2. Pay attention to your grammar and spelling. 

3. Be respectful of your peers and instructor at all times and follow the 

guidelines of netiquette. 

4. Avoid making prejudicial remarks regarding anyone’s race, ethnicity, social 

class, gender, sexual orientation, physical appearance, age, disability, or any 

other kinds of differences.  Avoid activities that could be perceived as sexual 

harassment. 

a. That does not mean we do not discuss these issues; it just means we 

do so respectfully.  

5. Discussions cannot be re-created and therefore cannot be made up after the 

due date. You should participate in a timely manner. The class works best 

when everyone works together. If you wait until the last minute, you are not 

really participating and your classmates have no obligation to respond to 

your posts at the last minute. 

 

E. I will drop students for disorderly conduct, abusive or disruptive behavior as defined 

in the student code of conduct, or if their behavior disrupts the learning 

environment.  This includes but is not limited by items on the list above.  

F. Most importantly, come to class with a good attitude, a sense of humor, and a 

willingness to work and learn. 

 

V. Cheating, Plagiarism, and Collusion 

Cheating, plagiarism, and collusion are both intellectual theft and academic dishonesty. They will 

not be tolerated in this class.  

 

A. Any instance of cheating, plagiarism, or collusion will result in failure of the course. 

This does not negate your right of appeal as described in the Student Handbook. 

 

VI. Assignments 

All work should be typed and formatted according to standard formatting we will study in 

class unless otherwise stated in the assignment. 

 

A.  Course Work   

(15% of grade) Coursework includes quizzes, discussions, and other work that does not 

appear in Research Assignment list or Critical Essays. 

1. Standards 

I may not accept homework that that does not meet required standards of 

appearance or format which we will study in class.  

 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html


 

2. Quizzes  

Quizzes are based on the assigned readings/videos for the week. 

a. You should use the same login information you use to login for 

registration  

b. Quizzes will close at midnight (11:59 p.m.) on Monday unless 

otherwise noted on the schedule.   

c. You cannot make up missed quizzes; however, you can work ahead.  

d. The final quiz/exam counts twice in this section. 

e. For technical problems with Blackboard, contact the EPCC Help Desk 

(24/7) at 888-296-0863  

f. For issues with the content of the quizzes, let me know via email.  I do 

sometimes make mistakes, and Blackboard has messed up more than 

one quiz over the years.  I’m more than happy to fix these things.  

 

3. Pre-Writing Assignments   

These serve as building blocks for the writings we do over the course of the 

semester.   

a. Prewritings are not accepted after the essay is turned in.  

 

4. Discussion 

This is a public discussion forum, so the whole class is participating. When 

asked to reply to posts, make sure to reply thoughtfully; merely saying “I 

agree” is not enough. Explain your responses and thoughts.  

 

B. Major Writing Assignments  

(75% of grade) As described in the Official Syllabus, we will have a total of five (5) essays 

or essay-equivalent projects.  Each will be discussed as we go through the course.  Below 

are the weights for each.  

 

1. Unit 1 Final Format Assignments  

(10% averaged)  

2. Final Cover Letters  

(10% each) Unit 2 and 3 

3. Final Essays  

(15% each) Unit 2, 3, and 4 

 

C. Essay/Writing Assignment Extra Credit 

You may earn up to 5 extra credit points on prewritings and essays if you go to the 

writing center either in person or online. (Consult with me if you use the online writing 

center.) 

a. Access the rules for essay extra credit on my Extra Credit webpage, and 

carefully read the rules and instructions. 

tel://888-296-0863/
https://www.epcc.edu/Services/WritingCenter
http://www.kelli.ninja/extra.html


 

b. If you take your first format assignment to the writing center, you may earn up 

to 10 extra credit points.  

 

VII.    Late Work 

Each assignment will have a specified due date and will be due on that date. It is important that 

you attend to and meet all deadlines.   

 

A. Quizzes cannot be done after the due date (see above) 

B. In general, I will not accept work that is more than five (5) days late. In addition, you 

will lose five (5) points for each day the work is late.  Some assignments have 

different late-work periods.  Make sure to read carefully. 

C. With work that gets personal feedback from me, you will not receive the feedback 

you would have gotten had the assignment been submitted on time.    

D. The only time I will accept works beyond the late due date is if you meet the 

following conditions 

1. Your work is late due to catastrophic circumstances beyond your control. 

(Unexpected injury, a serious auto accident, etc. It must be credibly 

documented.) 

2. You must be in good standing in the class at the time of the incident. 

(Consistent attendance, work, and participation.) 

3. You must notify me as soon as possible and arrange to meet with me to 

discuss plans for catching up. (In extreme circumstances, have someone notify 

me on your behalf.) 

4. I reserve the right to determine whether or not your circumstance qualifies for 

this exception and whether or not you meet the conditions listed above.  

 

E. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED DURING FINALS WEEK.   

 

VIII. Course Evaluation   

In order to earn a passing grade of C you must attend class, participate in class activities, and 

complete assignments at a minimal level of proficiency. Higher grades will require a more 

noteworthy performance on your part. As we go through the course, we will review the specific 

criteria for each assignment; however below is a breakdown of points in the class. We will follow 

a traditional grade scale, dispersed as follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Point Distribution Grade Scale 

Attendance 

Participation 

Course Work 

Format Assignments 

Final Cover Letters 

Final Essays 

  5% 

  5% 

15% 

10% 

20% 

45% 

A 

B 

C 

D 

F 

90-100 

80-89 

70-79 

60-69 

0-59 



 

IX. Grade Considerations 

If you expect to transfer this course, you generally must make a C or better. At EPCC, you must 

have a C or better to take English classes beyond ENGL 1301.  

 

X. Pursuit of Course Objectives 

If you fail to complete at least half of class work or attend more than half the class meetings 

before the drop date, it will be assumed that you have ceased to pursue the objectives of the 

course and you will be dropped from the course. 

 

XI. Record-Keeping  

Keep copies of all the work you do for this class until final grades have been posted. In the event 

of fire, theft, or loss of my grade book, computer, or backup issues, you may need to produce all 

work you’ve done. Additionally, we may have projects that require you to use past course work. 

Make sure to save your major writing assignments, and as a backup, I suggest you email a copy 

of them to yourself or use some other method to assure you have an extra copy. 

 

XII. Literary Content 

Some of the works we read or watch in this course may contain racial slurs, curse words, nudity, 

sexual situations, drug use, violence, or adult situations. As adults and students of literature, we 

need to study these in their context and work to understand the underlying themes or points 

made by employing these techniques.  

 

XIII. Schedule  

A. The schedule is attached at the end of this handout and is linked on the schedule 

page of my website. 

B. The schedule is tentative and subject to change. I will change it only to best support 

our learning throughout the semester. If there are any major changes to the 

schedule, I’ll give those to you in writing. Minor changes will be announced on 

Blackboard. 

C. You should make sure and refresh the digital version of the schedule on a regular 

basis.  

 

XIV. Contacting Me  

My contact information is listed on the first page of this syllabus. 

 

A. Online Office Hours 

1. I will hold online office hours as listed at the beginning of the document.  I 

will let you know should that schedule change.  

2. Blackboard Collaborate allows for call-in, audio, and video communication.  

When you call in, you will be prompted to enter the PIN number provided for 

the specific days. 

 

  

http://kelli.ninja/schedules.html
http://kelli.ninja/schedules.html


 

B. Text/Direct Messaging  

For the most part, I will use Blackboard Announcements or email to send out 

announcements, but I will send out Monday’s “What’s Going On?” video link on 

GroupMe as well. More importantly, it’s a great way for you to text me with quick 

questions.  I don’t answer texts in the middle of the night, and I sometimes put my 

phone down during the day and walk away from it, so while I’ll generally get back to you 

quickly with texts, it won’t always be immediate.   

 

1. With GroupMe you can use it through your phone’s text message service, 

with the app, or on the internet site, so it lets you pick how you’d rather get 

your messages.  It also keeps your information private.  

2. To text message me or get the weekly “What’s Going On?” link, join the 

appropriate group:  

 

 1301: 16 week courses  https://groupme.com/join_group/61306355/DVhB8QhC  

 1301: 8 week course https://groupme.com/join_group/61306526/NEsyTIFz  

 

3. Some helpful GroupMe links:  

a) Basics   

b) GroupMe Privacy Policy    

c) Send a Direct Message (DM/text)   

 

C. Email 

1. DO NOT EMAIL ME VIA BLACKBOARD.  

2. I expect you to use your EPCC account for all communication related to your 

course work. I do, however, understand that you may need to use an alternate 

email if the college email isn't working. 

3. When you email me, or any of your teachers for that matter, you need to 

make sure that you identify who you are and which class you’re in. 

4. Always include a subject line and a message. Any attachment sent without a 

subject line and message will be deleted. 

5. Use the class and course length in the subject line or the CRN/Section. For 

example, “1302 16 week” is fine, as is “ENGL 1302 12345 A1,” or “ENGL 1301 

mini-mester.” 

6. Read about these 10 best email practices. 

7. As this class is practice in your professional communication, I expect you to 

use proper English—no text-speak. You do not need to be overly formal, but 

proofread your writing and state your message clearly.   

8. I will always do my best to respond to you in a timely manner, but remember 

that I teach a number of other classes in addition to my other duties at the 

college.  

9. I generally don’t check email on weekends or after 5 pm. 

 

https://groupme.com/
https://groupme.com/join_group/61306355/DVhB8QhC
https://groupme.com/join_group/61306526/NEsyTIFz
https://www.natcom.org/sites/default/files/pages/eTools_GroupMe_March_2018.pdf
https://help.groupme.com/hc/en-us/articles/217104207-What-is-GroupMe-s-Privacy-Policy-#:~:text=GroupMe%20never%20shares%20your%20personal,their%20avatar%20and%20their%20name.
https://help.groupme.com/hc/en-us/articles/217104197-What-is-a-Direct-Message-DM-in-GroupMe-
http://www.techrepublic.com/article/10-plus-e-mail-best-practices-to-share-with-your-users/


 

D. Voice Message/Phone 

1. If you would like to leave me a voice message, feel free to call me at my 

office. Leave your name, the course you’re in (CRN 12345) and a number I can 

call you back at. I will return your phone call as soon as possible.  

 

XV. Agreement to Instructor Policies 

A. By continuing to be enrolled in this class, you are indicating that you understand and 

accept the class policies as explained above. 

 

 

 

I DO NOT ACCEPT: “I don’t know how to do this.”   

          You are here to learn and experience new things.   

 

I RESPECT: “I wasn’t sure how to do this, but I tried.”   

It is only by trying that you get an opportunity to succeed.   

 

 

 

Helpful Links  

When you see this link on any college webpage, you 

can click on it to connect with someone in the 

department via Blackboard Collaborate (audio and/or 

video) during their posted hours. 

 Helpful Links Blackboard for Students  

 EPCC Online Writing Center 

o Click on “Get Connected” on that page to the Writing Center NOW!   

 Distance Learning Support Services (DLSS) 

 Fall 2020 Mini-Handbook from Distance Learning 

 EPCC Libraries 

 Student Handbook  

 EPCC password recovery link  
 

 

Helpful Numbers   

 EPCC IT Help Desk: (915) 831-6440   

 Blackboard Helpdesk: (888) 296-0863   

 EPCC Distance Learning Support Services (DLSS): (915) 831-3111   

Registrar (online withdrawals): (915) 831-2161 

 

 

A.   

A.%09http:/www.blackboard.com/studenthttp:/www.blackboard.com/student-resources.htmlresources.html
https://www.epcc.edu/Services/WritingCenter
https://www.epcc.edu/Services/DistanceLearningSupportServices
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iKjMrGY420QS0eoDouCIJmY-mvLzNHxr/view
https://www.epcc.edu/Services/Libraries
https://www.epcc.edu/Services/CampusLife/Documents/StudentHandbook.pdf
https://apps.epcc.edu/
tel://915-831-6440/
tel://888-296-0863/
tel://915-831-3111/
tel://915-831-2161/


 

 

XVI. Official Syllabi  

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

Weekly Schedule 

IMPORTANT: Assignments listed under DUE for the week are due by midnight on the last day listed under 

the week number.   
 

For example, in the first week’s case, everything under DUE is due by midnight 8/31, though you may turn 

them in earlier. (Technically, Blackboard records midnight as 11:59 p.m.) 
 

For the most part, our weeks run from Tuesday to Monday midnight.  That gives you both weekday and 

weekend time to work on things and fit it best in your schedule.  You will be most successful if you do not 

leave it all until the last minute.   
 

Take time to look at your schedule now and plan a few hours a couple of times each week when you will sit 

down and do English class stuff, then as you work on things earlier in the week, you can make decisions 

about how much time the rest of the week’s work will take you. As with most things in life, some weeks will 

take a lot more time than others will.  
 

Make sure to refresh your copy of the schedule periodically just in case any links go dead and I have to 

replace some.  I will announce it on Blackboard, but if you make it a habit of it at the first of the week that 

will help too.  
 

Most recent update: 9/29/2020 6:44:52 PM 



 

Week 1 

Aug. 24-31 

____________ 

 

hedule 

Here we go! 

 

 

 

Getting 

know 

The class 

Each other 

Form and 

format 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, 

assignments 

listed under 

DUE for the 

week are 

due by 

midnight on 

the last day 

listed 

above. 
 

For 

example, in 

this week’s 

case, these 

things  

are due by 

midnight 

8/31 

 

(Technically, 

Blackboard 

records 

midnight as 

11:59 p.m.) 

READ|WATCH   General  

 Welcome to English 1301 Online—8 Week Mini-Mester (Video) 

 Syllabus & Schedule 

 Turning In Assignments on Blackboard Ultra (Video) 

 

READ|WATCH   Thinking about Writing 

 The Myth of the Good Writer     

 How to Hit the Right Tone in Writing  

 Writing down the Basics: Why Refine Your Writing – Writing Sentences Correctly, pp. 6-

12  

 

READ|WATCH   Unit 1 Assignments and Tips for Writing Them 

 Thoughts from a Ninja:  Unit 1 Introduction (Video) 

 

 MLA Format Assignment 

 Writing down the Basics,  

o Some Notes on General Convention - Personal/Familiar Writing, pp 46-58  

o MLA Format and Documentation Style, pp. 71-74 

 Creative Non-Fiction: An Overview  

 Writing Narrative Personal Essays (pdf)   

 MLA Format (Video)—Choose the one for the word processor you’re using. 

Note: You won’t need a Work Cited page with this assignment. 

o MLA Format: MS Word  (Video) 

o MLA Format: Open Office 3 (Video) 

o MLA Format: Google Docs  (Video) 

o MLA Format: Apple Pages (Video)  

o MLA Format: Word for Apple (Video)  

 

READ|WATCH Business Letter Format 

 Why Clear, Concise Writing is so Important in Business  

 Writing down the Basics, Business Writing - Business Letters, pp. 136-140 

 Business Letters: Basic Format & Outline (Video) 

 

 

 

DUE on Blackboard 

 Quiz 1 in the Quizzes/Exam folder: Based on READ|WATCH links above 

 Discussion 1: Introductions—on the main course page 

 

DUE via Email 

 Email me @ kwood@epcc.edu.  Let me know that you've looked over our Blackboard 

class, our schedule, my website,  and whether or not you have any questions 

 Follow this link to fill out the contact survey and get a free 100! 

https://youtu.be/dTAAsCNK7RA
https://youtu.be/_MlrDElcb4c
http://kelli.ninja/schedules.html
https://youtu.be/7dhfcHO-nUk
https://owl.purdue.edu/research/owl_conversations/Essays/The%20Myth%20of%20the%20Good%20Writer.html
https://magoosh.com/pro-writing/right-tone-in-writing/
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/qSmTuJnoxOA
http://kelli.ninja/1301/MLA-assignment/MLA%20Format%20Assignment%201301.pdf
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/subject_specific_writing/creative_writing/creative_nonfiction/index.html
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e1/Writing%20Narrative%20Personal%20Essays.pdf
https://youtu.be/WIlKFKNMC5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FmQ-k5zTWs
https://youtu.be/8CgU0wiFG8M
https://youtu.be/Tu5Xa8YQFR0
https://youtu.be/PCqYB2kVZCo
https://magoosh.com/pro-writing/concise-writing-business/
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/k817kkOBRhE
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
mailto:kwood@epcc.edu
https://kelli.ninja/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfggmnr0lt7xIrF9lGEIMGVGN-KI-8LXtAaVBv_Mx-M4u8_LQ/viewform


 

Week 2 

Sept. 1 – 7 

 ____________ 

 

UNIT 1 

ASSIGNME

NTS MLA 

and Letter 

DUE 
(We’re doing 

the APA one 

later in the 

semester, but 

you can do it 

earlier than it’s 

due if you 

want.) 

 

 

 

Getting 

started on 

Unit 2: 

Writing 

analysis 

through 

literature. 

 

 

Comma, 

Comma, 

Comma, 

Chameleon  

READ|WATCH   Unit 2 Readings 

 Thoughts from a Ninja: Unit 2 Introduction - Literary Analysis (Video) 

 Literary Analysis Essay Assignment  

 

 The Cat in the Hat  (Video—Okay for kids) 

 Thug Notes: The Cat in the Hat  (Video—Not for kids) 

 How to Make Sense of The Cat in the Hat and the Thug Notes video  (Video) 

 

 "The Pedestrian" 

 Questions for "The Pedestrian" 

 Essay Walkthrough-Paragraph Breakdown: Pulling Us Apart: A Look at Separation in “The 

Pedestrian”   (Video) 

 

 

READ|WATCH   Writing about Literature 

 A Writer’s Reference: Writing about Literature Supplement: Reading: Forming an 

Interpretation – Looking at Yourself as a Writer, pp. 3-14 (The pdf’s page numbers: 5-16) 

 Writing down the Basics, Literary Essays, pp. 122-124 

 

 

READ|WATCH   Grammar Stuff 

 Grammarly Signup and Report (Video) 

 Writing down the Basics, Combining Sentences – Bonus Comma Knowledge  pp. 13-25 

 Commas: Lists, Sentences, Direct Address, and Exclamations (Video—with some not for 

kids parts) 

 Commas: Extra Information (Video—with some not for kids parts) 

 

 

DUE on Blackboard 

UNIT 1 Assignments—In Unit 1 Folder 

 MLA Format Assignment  

 Business Letter Format Assignment  

 Discussion 2: Format, Expectations, & Challenges  

 

 Quiz 2—in the Quizzes/Exam folder 

 

https://youtu.be/JmcA9LIIXWw
https://youtu.be/JmcA9LIIXWw
https://youtu.be/JmcA9LIIXWw
https://youtu.be/JmcA9LIIXWw
https://youtu.be/eXbGWODcy6g
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/1301_E2_lit_assignment.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LL62u6-OjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NA2VerbOyt0
https://youtu.be/Stek9LERQlk
http://www.riversidelocalschools.com/Downloads/pedestrian%20short%20story.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/Questions%20for%20The%20Pedestrian.pdf
https://youtu.be/2s96SSWe8PY
https://youtu.be/2s96SSWe8PY
http://kelli.ninja/lit/WritingAboutLit-POCKET.pdf
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/JrhEDCT23nI
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/u_VXkV85yp8
https://youtu.be/qPuk7YH05TQ
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
http://kelli.ninja/1301/MLA-assignment/MLA%20Format%20Assignment%201301.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/MLA-assignment/MLA%20Format%20Assignment%201301.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/businessletterformat/Business%20Letter%20Format%20Assignment%201301.pdf


 

Week 3 

Sept. 8 – 14 

____________ 

 

Two stories 

to read; one 

to write an 

essay about 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quoting 

things 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentin

g sources 

for English 

teachers 

(and a few 

fields/classe

s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2 

Practice and 

things to 

get you 

started on 

your essay. 

READ|WATCH   More Unit 2 Readings 

 "Resistance"  

 Questions for "Resistance" On your own, think about which of these questions you might 

answer if you were writing about this story and which quotes you would use from the story to 

back up your answer.  Why do those moments lead you to your answer? How would you explain 

that? Then check this out: 

o Video Walkthrough-Paragraph Breakdown: Taking the Easy Route: . . 

.“Resistance” (Video)   

 

 "Just Do It" 

 Questions for "Just Do It"  

 

READ|WATCH   Grammar and Misc. Stuff 

 Writing down the Basics: Intermission for a Salty Tale – Quotation Marks, pp. 26-40 

 How do I Punctuate Dialogue?  

 

Videos:  

 Misc. Punctuation   

 Quotation Marks 

 

READ|WATCH   Documentation Stuff 

 Documentation Overview: Mapping Your Sources (Video) 

 Writing down the Basics  

o Documenting Resources – But I Didn’t Make that Mistake, pp. 68-70 

o MLA Authors & Titles – Magazine/Journal Articles pp. 75-85 

  MLA Citation Basics (Video) 

 

READ|WRITE   Starting Your Essay  

 "The Perfect Match" 

 “The Perfect Match” Essay Questions  

 Writing down the Basics, Argument Essays, p. 112 

 Literary Analysis - Prewriting 1  (Video) 

 Literary Analysis - Prewriting 2  (Video) 

 

READ|WATCH   Cover Letters 

 Essay Cover Letters   

 Classroom Flashback: Keys to the Cover Letter (Video) 

 

DUE on Blackboard 

 Quiz 3 

 

UNIT 2 Assignments 

 Discussion 3: Practice Analytical Writing--"Just Do It”.   Which of these questions would 

you answer and which quotes would you use from the story to back up your answer?  

Why do those moments lead you to your answer?  Give it a try in one paragraph.  

 Literary Essay: Prewriting 1 form 

 Literary Essay: Prewriting 2 form 

 

https://youtu.be/KaOC9danxNo
https://youtu.be/KaOC9danxNo
https://youtu.be/sI66hcu9fIs
https://youtu.be/sI66hcu9fIs
http://www.johnjosephadams.com/seeds-of-change/contents/resistance-by-tobias-s-buckell/
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/Questions%20for%20Resistance.pdf
https://youtu.be/sQuV1Nj5Y78
https://youtu.be/sQuV1Nj5Y78
http://www.johnjosephadams.com/brave-new-worlds/free-reads/just-do-it-heather-lindsley/
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/Questions%20for%20Just%20Do.pdf
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://style.mla.org/citing-dialogue-from-a-novel/
https://youtu.be/GDxts_Axuv4
https://youtu.be/L6pp5bbAx5A
https://youtu.be/gn25hVE_hAw
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/AWoH71j1hy8
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/The%20Perfect%20Match.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/The%20Perfect%20Match%20questions.pdf
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/O0JVO_c2Nbk
https://youtu.be/UGkigNZ8i7o
http://kelli.ninja/1301/coverletter/essaycoverletters.pdf
https://youtu.be/dva9ZT5C23w
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/Questions%20for%20Just%20Do.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/Essay_2_Prewriting-1-Form.docx
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e2/Essay-2_Prewriting-2-Form.docx


 

Week 4 

Sept. 15 – 

21 

____________ 

 

Last day to 

Withdraw: 

Friday,  

Sept. 18 

 

 

Turn in 

drafts of the 

Critical 

Analysis and 

its Cover 

Letter 

 

 

 

Unit 3:  

Media 

Analysis 

Essay basics 

and 

beginning 

practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agreement: 

Even words 

have to 

learn to get 

along. 

READ|WATCH Unit 3 Readings: Getting Started 

 Thoughts from a Ninja: Unit 3 Media Analysis (Video)  

 Media Analysis Prewriting and Essay Assignment  

 Intro to Media Analysis: Part I  and  Part 2   (Video) 
 

 Deconstructing Media Messages   

 Media Literacy Concepts     

 Language of Persuasion  

 Text & Subtext  

 

READ|WATCH  Suggested Reading (I.e.: not on the quiz) 

 Logical Fallacies *  

 Advertising’s Fifteen Basic Appeals *  

 The Interpretation of Advertisements * (A very dense, academic discussion and comparison of analyzing 

ads to analyzing art.  Maybe TLDR, but the second half about emotional bonds and narrative are definitely worth a 

peek if your ad has narrative/emotional transfer.  You might want to come back to this later as you work on your 

essay.) 

 

READ|WATCH  Student Samples: How this is done 
Keep in mind that these samples were done before the most recent version of APA came out, so the format looks 

a little different in the videos.  

 

 Sample Essay:  Video Walkthrough: Beamers Before Babies  (Video) 

 Sample Essay:  Video Walkthrough: Fat Food Fast    (Video) 

 Sample Essay:  Video Walkthrough: A Look between the Lines   (Video) 

 You can access the print copy of all sample essays on the 1301 Media Analysis Essay 

page. 

 

READ|WATCH   Grammar  

 Writing down the Basics: We all have to Agree – Word Choice and Usage, pp 41-45 

 Videos:  

o Subject/Verb & Logical Agreement 

o Pronoun Agreement    

 

DUE on Blackboard 

 Quiz 4 
 

UNIT 2 Assignments 

 Cover Letter 1—Literary Analysis DRAFT due  

 Essay 1—Literary Analysis DRAFT due 

 Discussion 4: Post-Literary Analysis Discussion:  Now that we've drafted the Critical 

Analysis essay, what have you learned about doing this kind of writing? What was 

difficult? What was easy? What helped you most? What slowed you down? 
 

UNIT 3 Assignments 

 Discussion 5: Practice Media Analysis: Find an ad on YouTube that you think you can find 

some of the things mentioned in our readings in.  Post the link and share what you see 

in terms of techniques, appeals, subtexts.  Check out a few classmates’ ads and see if you 

can add to what they see in those.  

 

https://youtu.be/Xx1RSj4biO4
https://youtu.be/Xx1RSj4biO4
https://youtu.be/J1h4Dl3BWng
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/1301_e3_assignments.pdf
https://youtu.be/Vx2C48zMxYA
https://youtu.be/2CqhhTB7CHk
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/nmlp/Deconstructing_Media_Messages.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/nmlp/Media_Literacy_Concepts.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/nmlp/Language_of_Persuasion.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/nmlp/Text_Subtext.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/logic_in_argumentative_writing/fallacies.html
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/Fowels_Advertisings_Fifteen_Basic_Appeals.pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/208167
https://youtu.be/roJdOJcCX0w
https://youtu.be/WX58SaRzDJw
https://youtu.be/h7lZbXIDci4
https://kelli.ninja/essay3.html
https://kelli.ninja/essay3.html
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
https://youtu.be/1JcnKezZNwg
https://youtu.be/Rapq-YKmk_Q
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream


 

Week 5 

Sept. 22 – 

28 

____________ 

 

Discussion 

of how ads 

work and 

what they 

do 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finishing 

Unit 1:  

APA Format 

and citation 

 

 

Looking at 

some 

sample 

Media 

Analysis 

papers 

 

 

 

Getting 

Started 

READ|WATCH   More thoughts on Advertisements  

 How Advertising Manipulates Your Choices and Spending Habits * 

 Ads Don’t Work That Way * 

 Why Good Advertising Works (Even When You Think It Doesn't) * 

 Experts: Men Have Body Image Worries Too * 
 

 Learn How to Use Track Changes: You’ll need to use Track Changes in future assignments, namely 

the final versions of your cover letters and essays.  Make sure to try this out with another document and let 

me know if you have any questions or need help. I don’t grade final versions without Track Changes, so make 

sure you’ve got this figured out BEFORE the final version is due! Choose the video appropriate to the word 

processor you’re using.   

o MS Word: Track Changes (Video) 

o Track Changes in MS Word Online-365  (Video)  

o Using Track Changes (Suggesting) in Google Docs (Video) 

o Managing Track Changes in Pages with a Mac (Video) 
 

READ|WATCH   Finishing Unit 1: APA Format 

 APA Format Assignment 

 Academic Writing   

 Writing down the Basics,  

o Formal Writing – Secondary Sources, pp. 59-65  

o APA Authors and Titles – TED Talks, pp. 96-110  

 3 Things You Can do to Improve Word Choice in Writing  
 

Videos:   

 APA Citation Basics 7th ed. (Video)  

 Choose the ONE that fits your word processor preference: 

o Format APA 7th ed in MS Word 365  (Video)   

o Format APA 7th ed in MS Word  (Video)  

o Format APA 7th ed in Google Docs   (Video) 

o APA 7th edition Mac (IRSC Libraries, Video)  
 

READ|WATCH  Important Stuff to Know for the Media Analysis Essay (aka: Some 

Answers) 

 Handout for Media Analysis Citation (this should give you almost everything you need specifically for 

citation here—make sure and do the other readings above to get the overall concepts.)  

 

READ|WATCH  A Couple More Samples to Look At and our First Prewriting 
Keep in mind that these samples were done before the most recent version of APA came out, so the format looks 

a little different in the videos.  

 Student Sample:  Everything's Important Except Our Future (Video)  (Print version) 

 Student Sample:  Women Are Invincible  (Video)  (Print version) 

 Media Analysis Prewriting 1   
 

DUE on Blackboard 

 Quiz 5 
 

Unit 1 Assignment 

 APA Format Assignment 
 

UNIT 3 Assignments 

 Media Analysis Essay: Prewriting 1 (This Quick List may help you started in conjunction 

with Text & Subtext.)   

https://youtu.be/yI0_w9aV8G0
https://youtu.be/yI0_w9aV8G0
https://lifehacker.com/how-advertising-manipulates-your-choices-and-spending-h-30812671
http://www.meltingasphalt.com/ads-dont-work-that-way/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2011/08/why-good-advertising-works-even-when-you-think-it-doesnt/244252/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/06/AR2006100600913_pf.html
https://youtu.be/SLrIll8n2Pc
https://youtu.be/sYPhAaR2KWc
https://youtu.be/GwYVD1fo_eI
https://youtu.be/yOQ0YiLN3oY
http://kelli.ninja/1301/APA-assignment/APA%20Format%20Assignment%201301.pdf
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-jeffersoncc-styleguide/chapter/academic-writing/
https://kelli.ninja/Writing_down_the_Basics.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/writing/3%20Ways%20to%20Improve%20Word%20Choice.pdf
https://youtu.be/l-SHE_dY3Ok
https://youtu.be/93ak409oHZc
https://youtu.be/hI-D3rCPxR0
https://youtu.be/0voRtAs2RXk
https://youtu.be/gPFkhjfrs4c
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/Cite%20Ad%20Website%20Format%20HangIndent%20Sources%20NoNumbers%20Headings-4-23-2020.pdf
https://youtu.be/_GTRb6qF7F0
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/e3_everythings-important-except-our-future.pdf
https://youtu.be/IKiLtbcbhSU
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/e3_women-are-invincible.pdf
https://youtu.be/p2bj0HSMGlQ
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/Quick%20List.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/nmlp/Text_Subtext.pdf


 

Week 6 

Sept. 29 – 

Oct. 5 

____________ 

 

 

A few more 

readings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step-by-

step 

finishing up 

 

 

READ|WATCH   Online Readings 

 The Dangerous Power of Emotional Advertising * 

 Shame: The Secret Tool of Marketing *  (Audio) 

 A Look at Mothers and Fathers in the Media * 

 Captive: How the Ad Industry Pins us Down * 

 

READ|WATCH   APA Documentation for this Essay 

 The 1301 APA citation Handout—use this!!!!  It has specific instructions (the answers) for citing 

your ad and most of the other things you’re required to cite for this essay. 

 

READ|WATCH   One Last Sample, Some Tips, and Two Prewritings 

 Video Walkthrough: A Fat World Wearing a Skinny Mask  (Video) 

 A Few More Thoughts on Writing an Introduction (Video) 

 Media Analysis: Prewriting 2 

 Media Analysis: Prewriting 3    

 

DUE on Blackboard 

 Quiz 6 

 

 

UNIT 3 Assignments 

 Media Analysis Essay: Prewriting 2 (Again, this Quick List may help.) 

 Media Analysis Essay: Prewriting 3--Prewriting 3 Form 

 

Week 7 

Oct. 6 – 12 

____________ 

 

MAKE 

NOTE OF 

DUE 

DATES! 

 

 

Work on 

Media 

Analysis 

Final 

Documents 

 

 

 

Take final 

quiz "exam" 

  

 Work on your Media Analysis Essay Draft:  The earlier you can get it to me, the earlier 

I can get comments back to you to help with the final.  It is due by Wednesday of this 

week, so keep that in mind.  Ask me questions.  Throw that draft at me so I can help you 

out! 

 

 

 

DUE on Blackboard 

UNIT 3 Assignments  

 Media Analysis Essay DRAFT due on WEDNESDAY 10/7 so that I have time to get 

comments back to everyone. 

 

UNIT 2 Assignments on MONDAY 10/12 

 Literary Analysis COVER LETTER FINAL due 

 Literary Analysis ESSAY FINAL due 

 

 Quiz: Final Exam due on MONDAY 10/12 

 

 

Notice that you're on your own with the cover letter.  This is your third experience with a 

business letter, so by now, you should have most of this down. Use my comments on your 

previous letters to refine this.  Take advantage of help from the Writing Center!   

 

https://youtu.be/gcaL-N0AiDw
https://youtu.be/gcaL-N0AiDw
https://contently.com/2016/04/14/dangerous-power-emotional-advertising/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/undertheinfluence/shame-the-secret-tool-of-marketing-1.2801801
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/album/shame-secret-tool-marketing/id667635275?i=667635450&uo=4&at=11laZq
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/mothers-and-fathers-in-the-media.pdf
https://newint.org/features/2006/09/01/keynote/
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/Cite%20Ad%20Website%20Format%20HangIndent%20Sources%20NoNumbers%20Headings-4-23-2020.pdf
https://youtu.be/tkUJUSdRBVQ
https://youtu.be/9Jx9SCBSOYU
https://youtu.be/FGkMdbgBV50
https://youtu.be/s5GcchSe5rQ
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/Quick%20List.pdf
http://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/Media_Analysis_Essay_Prewriting_3.docx
https://youtu.be/FGBhQbmPwH8
https://youtu.be/FGBhQbmPwH8
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream
https://www.epcc.edu/Services/WritingCenter


 

Week 8 

FINALS 

WEEK 

Oct. 13-15 

____________ 

 

Final Media 

Analysis 

docs  

& 

Some 

Refection 

READ|WATCH   Unit 4 Readings and Samples 

 Thoughts from a Ninja: Unit 4 – Reflection  (Video) 

 Essay of Reflection Assignment and Samples (Video) 

 Essay of Revision Assignment    

 

DUE on Blackboard Tuesday October 13th by 11:59 p.m. 

UNIT 3 Assignments  

 Media Analysis COVER LETTER FINAL 

 Media Analysis ESSAY FINAL  

 

 Unit 4: Essay of Revision Due by October 15th, THURSDAY 11:59 p.m. (no cover letter 

required) 

 

https://youtu.be/V2ThpkH92Z4
https://youtu.be/V2ThpkH92Z4
https://youtu.be/Pk96SQExrdo
https://youtu.be/QCh8s1_nnUI
https://kelli.ninja/1301/e4/Essay%20of%20Revision-instrctions.pdf
https://online.epcc.edu/ultra/stream

