
Source Integration Techniques 
Consider integrating source material using these methods 

 

1. Direct Quotation (topic sentence + quote + analysis) example:  

 

The prevalence of filtered images on social media platforms has intensified adolescents' 

negative body image. According to Martinez (2023), "The constant exposure to digitally altered 

images creates an unattainable standard of beauty that 78% of teens report feeling pressured to 

achieve" (p. 45). This statistic demonstrates how social media's unrealistic representations directly 

contribute to psychological distress among young users who inevitably fail to meet these 

manufactured standards. 

 

2. Paraphrasing (topic sentence + paraphrased evidence + analysis) example:  

 

Remote work arrangements have dramatically altered professional communication patterns. 

Jackson and Liu (2024) found that companies implementing hybrid schedules experienced a 37% 

increase in written communication and a 42% decrease in spontaneous in-person interactions 

compared to fully in-office arrangements. This shift suggests that organizations need to 

deliberately create opportunities for team building and creative collaboration that were 

previously facilitated through casual office encounters. 

 

 

3. Summary (topic sentence + summarized evidence + analysis) example:  

 

Climate change directly threatens food security in developing nations. A comprehensive five-

year study by the Global Agricultural Research Institute examined crop yields across 12 countries 

in sub-Saharan Africa and found consistent decreases in staple crop production correlated with 

rising temperatures and increasingly erratic rainfall patterns (Roberts et al., 2023). These findings 

highlight the urgent need for climate-adaptive farming techniques and international support for 

vulnerable agricultural communities. 

 

4. Counterargument Integration (acknowledging opposing view + evidence + refutation) 

example:  

 

Some proponents of standardized testing argue that these assessments provide objective 

measures of student achievement across diverse school districts. Henderson (2022) points to 

data showing that districts using standardized benchmarks identified achievement gaps more 

consistently than those relying solely on teacher evaluations. However, this perspective fails to 

account for the documented bias in test construction and the way standardized testing narrows 

curriculum, particularly in underresourced schools. As Washington (2023) demonstrates, schools 

serving predominantly minority populations spent an average of 42% more instructional time on 

test preparation than schools in affluent white districts, reducing time for critical thinking and 

creative learning experiences. 

 

Check out a list of words and phrases for introducing counterarguments here. 

https://kelli.ninja/1301/e3/argument/Phrases%20for%20Introducing%20Counterarguments.pdf

