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composition features. New, potentially unfamiliar vocabulary words are glossed next to each paragraph.
These words can provide students with a list of vocabulary to add to a separate vocabulary notebook.

Grammar for Writing

Since good writing requires good knowledge of the mechanics of English, Great Writing includes
clear charts and detailed instruction that relates directly to the writing assignments. In addition,

numerous activities give students the opportunity to practice and refine their grammar and writing
knowledge and skills.

Activities

The new, fourth edition contains more than 150 activities, 55 suggestions for additional
paragraph writing assignments and 31 supplemental activities in the Brief Writer’s Handbook with
Activities. These writing, grammar, and vocabulary activities gradually build the skills students need

to write well-crafted sentences and paragraphs and provide learners with more input in English
composition, paragraph organization, and cohesion.

Building Better Vocabulary

Each unit includes two vocabulary-building activities to build schema and collocations. In the
first activity, Word Associations, the student identifies words that best relate to the target vocabulary
word. This allows them to build connections to more words and thus grow their vocabulary more
quickly. Words from the Academic Word List are starred (see pages 275-276 for the complete list). The
second activity, Using Collocations, helps students learn specific word combinations, or collocations,
which will help their original writing sound more advanced. It is helpful to encourage students to
use these new words in their Original Student Writing assignment and to add them to a vocabulary
notebook.

Writer’s Notes

Great Writing 2: Great Paragraphs features small pieces of writing advice that help writers
understand more about use and format. Content includes brainstorming techniques, peer editing
guidelines, citing original sources, and plagiarism.

Building Better Sentences

Periodically in each unit, students are asked to turn to Appendix 1 and work on building better
sentences. Each practice is intentionally short and includes only three problems. In each problem, there
are three to five short sentences that the students must combine into a single sentence that expresses all
the ideas in a logical and grammatically correct manner.

Original Writing

Each unit includes an activity that requires students to do some form of writing. Original Student
Writing includes writing prompts and a set of directions to encourage students to follow the writing
process and refer back to the lessons taught in the unit.

Additional Writing Topics give students the opportunity to continue practicing their writing skills. The
first topic always links back to the opening photograph and writing prompt. It is up to the teacher to decide
whether all students will write about the same topic or if each student is free to choose any of the topics listed.

Peer Editing

At the end of each unit, a peer editing activity offers students the opportunity to provide written
comments to one another with the goal of improving their paragraphs. A unique peer editing sheet for
each unit can be found online at NGL.Cengage.com/GW?2, and each one provides the guidance and
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structure that is necessary for students at this level to successfully perform this task. We recommend
that students spend 15 to 20 minutes reading a classmate’s paragraph and writing comments using the
questions on the peer editing sheet.

Timed Writing

One way to improve students’ comfort level with the task of writing under a deadline, such
as during a testing situation, is to provide them with numerous writing opportunities that are timed.
The final activity in each unit features a timed-writing prompt that is geared toward the grammar and
sentence structure presented in that unit. Students are given five minutes to read the prompt and make
a quick writing plan, followed by 25 minutes of actual writing. Instructors may use this activity at any
time during the lesson.

What'’s New in This Edition?

« Engaging images from National Geographic connect learning to the greater world.
o New and updated readings act as springboards and models for writing.

« Updated Grammar for Writing sections clearly present grammar and help students learn the
structures for writing.

« Streamlined instruction and practice activities offer step-by-step guidelines to focus writers
on both the writing process and product.

« Words from the Academic Word List are highlighted in vocabulary activities, encouraging
students to expand their word knowledge.

« The expanded Brief Writer’s Handbook now includes a Useful Vocabulary for Writing section
to help writers choose appropriate language for the different rhetorical modes.

o An all-new level, Great Writing: Foundations introduces students to the basics of grammar,
spelling, and vocabulary.

« A new Online Workbook encourages learners to further practice grammar, vocabulary, and
editing skills. Students can also write paragraphs or essays, and submit them to the instructor
electronically.

« An updated Presentation Tool allows instructors to use the book in an interactive whiteboard
setting and demonstrate the editing process.

« An eBook provides another option to use Great Writing in a traditional or blended learning
environment.

Ancillary Components

In addition to the Great Writing 2: Great Paragraphs Student Book, the following components
help both the instructor and the students expand their teaching and learning.

« Online Workbook: Includes a wealth of vocabulary, grammar, writing, and editing practice
with immediate feedback.

o Presentation Tool CD-ROM: Offers instructors the ability to lead whole-class presentations
and demonstrate the editing process.

« Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView®: Allows instructors to create and customize tests.

« Teacher Companion Site at NGL.Cengage.com/GW2: Provides teachers with answer keys,
peer editing sheets, and teacher’s notes.

« Student Companion Site at NGL.Cengage.com/GW2: Provides students with peer editing
sheets, glossary, and interactive flashcards.

« eBook: Offers an interactive option.
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el a3 Brainstorming Practice from Example Paragraphs

Choose an example paragraph that you read in Unit 1: “Chile and Brazil,” “An Easy Sandwich,” or

“My First Flight” Brainstorm ideas that are related to the topic of one of these paragraphs. For example,
if you choose “My First Flight,” you might brainstorm about a frightening experience you had on an
airplane or another experience that was scary.

» Which paragraph did you choose?

» Why did you choose this paragraph?

Use the space below to brainstorm. If you prefer, work with another student who chose the same topic.
Sometimes when you work with another writer, you get more ideas.

Brainstorm area:
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Post-Reading
1. What is the topic sentence of “Gossip?”

2. What is the writer’s opinion about gossip? Does the writer think it is wrong? How do you know?

3. Do all the supporting sentences relate to the topic? U yes WUno

4. Like the writer of “Gumbo,” this writer also quotes a dictionary definition. Read the following
sentences. Which ones are easy to read and understand? Which ones are difficult? Rank them from
1 to 4, with 1 being the easiest to read and 4 being the most difficult.

Paragraph 1: The dictionary defines gumbo as a “thick soup made in south Louisiana”
Paragraph 1: The definition of gumbo is a “thick soup made in south Louisiana”

Paragraph 2: According to The Collins Cobuild Dictionary of American English, gossip is
“an informal conversation, often about other people’s private affairs.”

Paragraph 2: The Collins Cobuild Dictionary of American English definition of gossip is “an
informal conversation, often about other people’s private affairs.”

5. Gossip is difficult to define in your own words. Here are some other words that you may find difficult.
Choose one, look it up in a dictionary, and write a definition sentence similar to the topic sentence in
“Gossip” Then read your sentence to your classmates.

pride honesty friendship luck fate patience
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try to learn it by including it in your vocabulary list. Do not assume
that you will remember the word later. The next step is a bit difficult
because you need to decide what information about each word you will
write down in your notebook. Some learners write only a translation of
the word. Other people write an example phrase using the word. Some
people write a synonym in English. Of course you can write all three
pieces of information. When you are trying to decide what to write, you
should remember that this notebook is yours, and you should include
information that will help you remember the word. You can include
information that matches your personality and your needs. Finally, the
most important thing you can do to learn the words in your notebook
is to practice these words several times. If the pages of your notebook
are neat and inviting, you are more likely to review the words and their
information multiple times. If you follow these important steps in

keeping a good vocabulary notebook, you can improve your English

greatly.

1. What is the topic sentence of the paragraph?

2. How many steps does the author give?

3. Does the paragraph explain the difference between vocabulary you find in reading and the
vocabulary you find in speaking? Why or why not?

4. What are the “three pieces of information” mentioned in the paragraph?

Process Paragraph 3

Preview Questions

1. Describe a magic trick that you saw someone do. Who was it? What did the person do? Do you
know the secret of that trick?

2. Can you do a magic trick? If so, describe the trick.
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1. Briefly, what is being described in each paragraph?

Example Paragraph 61

Example Paragraph 62

2. What is your impression of the topic in Example Paragraph 61?2 What words helped you form this
opinion?

3. What is your impression of the topic in Example Paragraph 622 What words helped you form this
opinion?

4. Can you find an adjective in one paragraph that has the opposite meaning of an adjective in the
other paragraph? For example, we can say that clear in Example Paragraph 61 is opposite in meaning
to brown in Example Paragraph 62. Can you find other examples?
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1. What is the topic sentence?

2. Why was the writer embarrassed?

3. What is the beginning of the story? (Circle one.)

a. She was embarrassed. b. She chose to do a song.

4. What is the middle of the story? (Circle one.)

a. She could not remember the words. b. She wanted to change the words.

5. What is the end of the story? (Circle one.)

a. She left the room quickly. b. She helped some of the audience.

6. What is the writer’s purpose for writing this story?

Narrative Paragraph 3

The example narrative on the next page tells about a time in a boy’s life when he was unhappy.
He learned an important lesson from his unhappiness.

Preview Questions

1. Think of your best friend. How long have you been best friends?
2. What are the most important qualities in a friend?

3. Have you ever moved away and had to make new friends? Describe the situation. Was it easy? If not,
how did you overcome this situation?
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Post-Reading
1. What is the general topic of this paragraph?

2. What is the topic sentence?

3. In your own words, what is the beginning of the story?

4. In your own words, what is the middle of the story?

5. In your own words, what is the end of the story?

6. What lesson did the writer learn from this experience?

207































































fleas. This disease was also called the Black Death because when a
person contracted the disease, his or her neck and face would swell
up and turn black. Back then, no one was aware that this plague could
have easily been treated with penicillin. The Black Plague eventually

retreated, but people were still in danger of dying from simple bacteria.

3 Even as recently as 100 years ago, medical knowledge was much <«— Topic
Sentence

more limited than it is now. Something as trivial as a simple cut could

sometimes result in an amputation or even death if it became infected.

Medical professionals knew what was happening; however, there was <— Transition

simply no way to stop the infection from spreading or causing more Word
harm. The discovery of penicillin in the early part of the twentieth
century changed all of that. Antibiotics finally enabled humans to
maintain their good health and continue their lives for many more years.
Transition —»4 In fact, antibiotics are an inexpensive and effective treatment for <+— Topic
Phrase Sentence

a number of ailments. When we have an infection nowadays, we do

not think about it too much. We go to the doctor, who will prescribe
some kind of medicine. We take this medicine as directed, and then, = <+— Transition
after a few days, we are healthy again. The medicine is probably a form Word
Transition —»  of antibiotics. In addition, these antibiotics are painless and fast acting.
Phrase Without them, countless people would suffer through painful and life-

threatening ailments.

5 When people think of the most important invention in the
past 100 years, most people think about electricity, cars, airplanes, or

computers. While all of these are certainly extremely important, the <+— Restated
Thesis

invention of antibiotics promoted good health and longer lives. People

tend to take antibiotics and other medicine for granted, but they should
not do this. If antibiotics had not been invented in the past century,
millions of people would have died much earlier, and human beings

would not be able to enjoy the quality of life that we have today.

a flea: a small insect that lives on an amputation: the removal of an
animals; it jumps very quickly exterior body part, such as a leg or
an arm

to contract: to get something, such to be infected: to have disease-
as a disease producing bacteria (or similar
substances) in the body

trivial: not important an ailment: a sickness, an illness

228 UNIT 11 e Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together















*Cultural Note: This expression has a much larger historical context. When
the American colonists wrote the Declaration of Independence, some people
were afraid to sign their name because this action put their lives in danger.
However, John Hancock was not afraid and wrote his name first on the list
and in very big letters so the king would have no trouble seeing it. From this
part of American history and culture, we have the modern expression “to put
your John Hancock” on a document.

Finally, widespread bilingualism can contribute to global
awareness. If everyone in the world spoke a second or third language,
people could better communicate and perhaps have a better global
understanding of others’ ideas, values, and behaviors. Being able to speak
another country’s language makes people more understanding of the
problems and situations in that country. Conversely, not knowing the
language of a potential enemy can only increase miscommunication and

suspicion.

The benefits of bilingualism are clear. In fact, there is no single
disadvantage to speaking more than one language. The real tragedy,
however, is not that people do not make the effort to study and learn a
second language. The problem is that people who already have the gift of
speaking another language forget it and lose the ability to communicate

in that language because they do not use it.

Post-Reading

Circle the best answer.

1.

How does the essay begin?

a. a fact b. an opinion c. astory

. Reread the concluding paragraph. Which word best describes it?

a. suggestion b. opinion c. prediction

. Which paragraph discusses the cultural benefits of speaking a second language?

a. Paragraph 1 b. Paragraph 3 c. Paragraph 5
Which paragraph discusses the global benefits of bilingualism?

a. Paragraph 1 b. Paragraph 2 c. Paragraph 4

. Which paragraph gives the author’s opinion about people who have lost a language?

a. Paragraph 2 b. Paragraph 3 c. Paragraph 5
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e il p &% Working with an Outline
Reread “The Benefits of Being Bilingual” and complete the outline.

L. Introduction (Paragraph 1)
A. Hook: Story of Vieira children

B. Thesis Statement:

II. Body

A. Paragraph 2: Topic Sentence:

1. Supporting Idea: They can communicate with more people.

2. Supporting Idea: They do not need an interpreter.

3. Supporting Idea: They are in charge of their own ideas.

4. Supporting Idea: Monolingual people cannot speak on their own.

B. Paragraph 3: Topic Sentence: Speaking a second language also allows people to experience
another culture.

1. Supporting Idea: Bilinguals have more cultural and social awareness of another group of people.

2. Supporting Idea: /diomatic expressions, vocabulary, and jokes help people understand a
different culture.

3. Supporting Idea (example):

C. Paragraph 4: Topic Sentence:

1. Supporting Idea: Countries could become closer.

2. Supporting Idea:

3. Supporting Idea: Not knowing an enemy’s language can increase miscommunication.
III. Concluding paragraph (Paragraph 5)

A. Restatement of Thesis: Bilingualism has only positive effects.

B. Opinion:
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Step 3

Now read the writer’s second draft of the paragraph. How is it the same as the first draft? How is
it different? Did the writer fix all the sentence mistakes?

Online Courses

Online courses are very popular at my university but I prefer traditional face-to-face
classes. At my university students have a choice between courses that are taught online ina
virtual classroom and the regular kind of classroom with a room, a professor, and students
in chairs. I know that many students prefer online classes, but I cannot adjust to that style of
education. For me, it is important to have a professor who explains the material to everyone
“live” and then answers any questions that we might have. Sometimes students might think
they understand the material until the professor poses a question, and then we realize that we
did not understand everything. At that moment, the professor then offers another explanation
to help bridge the gap between our knowledge and the truth. I do not see how this kind of
spontaneous leaerning and teaching can take place online. Some of my friends like online
courses because they can take the class at their own convenience instead of having to attend
class at a set time. They also like to save transportation money and time. However, these
supposed conveniences do not outweigh the many educational advantages that traditional face-

to-face classes offer.
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immigrate
impact
implement
implicate
implicit
imply
impose
incentive
incidence
incline
income
incorporate
index
indicate
individual
induce
inevitable
infer
infrastructure
inherent
inhibit
initial
initiate
injure
innovate
input
insert
insight
inspect
instance
institute
instruct
integral
integrate
integrity
intelligent
intense
interact
intermediate
internal
interpret
interval
intervene
intrinsic
invest
investigate
invoke
involve
isolate
issue

item

job
journal
justify
label
labor
layer
lecture
legal
legislate
levy

liberal
license
likewise
link

locate

logic
maintain
major
manipulate
manual
margin
mature
maximize
mechanism
media
mediate
medical
medium
mental
method
migrate
military
minimal
minimize
minimum
ministry
minor
mode
modify
monitor
motive
mutual
negate
network
neutral
nevertheless
nonetheless
norm
normal
notion

notwithstanding

nuclear
objective
obtain
obvious
occupy
occur
odd
offset
ongoing
option
orient
outcome
output
overall
overlap
overseas
panel
paradigm
paragraph
parallel
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parameter
participate
partner
passive
perceive
percent
period
persist
perspective
phase
phenomenon
philosophy
physical
plus

policy
portion
pose
positive
potential
practitioner
precede
precise
predict
predominant
preliminary
presume
previous
primary
prime
principal
principle
prior
priority
proceed
process
professional
prohibit
project
promote
proportion
prospect
protocol
psychology
publication
publish
purchase
pursue
qualitative
quote
radical
random
range

ratio
rational
react
recover
refine
regime
region
register

regulate

reinforce
reject
relax
release
relevant
reluctance
rely
remove
require
research
reside
resolve
resource
respond
restore
restrain
restrict
retain
reveal
revenue
reverse
revise
revolution
rigid

role

route
scenario
schedule
scheme
scope
section
sector
secure
seek
select
sequence
series

sex

shift
significant
similar
simulate
site
so-called
sole
somewhat
source
specific
specify
sphere
stable
statistic
status
straightforward
strategy
stress
structure
style
submit
subordinate
subsequent

subsidy
substitute
successor
sufficient
sum
summary
supplement
survey
survive
suspend
sustain
symbol
tape
target
task

team
technical
technique
technology
temporary
tense
terminate
text
theme
theory
thereby
thesis
topic
trace
tradition
transfer
transform
transit
transmit
transport
trend
trigger
ultimate
undergo
underlie
undertake
uniform
unify
unique
utilize
valid
vary
vehicle
version
via
violate
virtual
visible
vision
visual
volume
voluntary
welfare
whereas
whereby
widespread








































































7. Is the paragraph indented? QOvyes Wno If you answered no, circle the area where it should be
indented.

8. Are any key nouns repeated? yes W no Ifso, give an example.

9. If you have ideas or suggestions for making the paragraph better, write them here.
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Outlines
for essays, 230
for writing, 246-247

Paragraphs

analyzing, 105

defined, 4, 118, 135

descriptive, 156

essays and, 225

features of, 12, 96, 224

narrative, 200

opinion, 182, 188

process, 140

sequencing, 125

structure of, 96

titles for, 25
Paraphrasing, 274
Parts of speech, 130
Past progressive tense, 213
Peer editing, 30-31
Peer Editing Sheets, 248~249, 299
Peer feedback, 247-249
Periods

defined, 257

quotation marks and, 124
Persuasive writing. See opinion

writing
Plagiarism, 125, 273-274
Positive adjectives, 166
Possessive adjectives and
pronouns, 284

Possessions, 260

Prepositional phrases, 40, 130, 281

Prepositions of location, 170, 175
Present progressive tense, 213
Present tense, 6, 213
Process paragraphs, 140, 151-152
Pronouns, 40, 85, 284
Proofreading, 30, 100, 250
Punctuation, 257-264

apostrophes, 260

commas, 258-260

editing for errors, 263-264

end, 257-258
semicolons, 261-262

Question marks, 124, 255
Quotation marks, 123-124, 261
Quotes, using, 273

Refutation, 187

Relative pronouns, 127, 128, 284
Repetition, 6

Rough draft, 251

Run-on sentences, 62

Semicolons, 261-262
Sensory adjectives, 158
Sentence fragments, 26, 62

Sentences. see also Building Better

Sentences

concluding, 86

errors in, 62

sequencing, 125

simple, 130

supporting, 72, 76

variety in, 130
Sequence expressions, 148
Sequence words, 8, 145
Sequencing, 125
Simple past tense, 11,213
Simple present tense, 6
Simple sentences, 130
Singular count nouns, 111
Singular nouns, 40
Spelling tips, 40
Subject-verb agreement, 40
Subordinating conjunctions, 284
Suffixes, 193
Superlative forms, 111
Supporting ideas, 224, 230-231
Supporting sentences, 72, 76

Tense, verb. See Verb tense
That/which/who, 127
The, 111

There is/there are, 40
Thesis statements, 230
Third-person nouns, 6, 40
Time words and phrases, 145, 283
Timed Writing, 31, 45, 69, 93, 115,
137,153,179, 197, 221, 241
Titles defined, 25
Topic ideas, 30
Topic selection, 195
Topic sentences
defined, 48, 201
features of, 51
in good paragraphs, 224
for opinion paragraphs, 189
staying on track with, 85
Transition words, 145, 148

Unrelated information, 78

Verb tenses, 264-266
past progressive, 213
present progressive, 213
simple past, 11
simple present, 6
Verbs, 26
Vocabulary. See Building Better
Vocabulary

Word associations, 28, 43, 66, 91,
113, 134, 150, 177, 195-196,
220, 238-239
Word forms, 193
Word order, 175
Writer’s Notes, 6, 85, 100, 125, 146,
169, 187, 203
Writing, 244
editing, 251-253
first drafts, 247
Writing process
assignment, 244
steps in, 224, 245-250
understanding, 244-250












